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[bookmark: _Toc1559841][bookmark: _Toc3364694][bookmark: _Ref408237678]1. Introduction and scope 
This spotlight presents data on burglary/break and enter offences as recorded by Victoria Police in the Law Enforcement Assistance Program (LEAP) database during the ten years to December 2018. 
Burglary/break and enter offences have decreased in the past ten years, with the year ending December 2018 recording the lowest volume since July 2004. A data visualisation has been produced along with this spotlight, it provides access to the Burglary/break and enter offence characteristics highlighted in this spotlight for all 79 Victorian local government areas. 
Burglaries are defined as any recorded offence that has been coded to the CSA offence classification category “B30 Burglary/Break and Enter”, this includes the following offence subgroups: 
· B311 Residential aggravated burglary
· B312 Non-residential aggravated burglary
· B319 Unknown aggravated burglary
· B321 Residential non-aggravated burglary
· B322 Non-residential non-aggravated burglary
· B329 Unknown non-aggravated burglary
Definitions for the above listed classifications can be found in the CSA offence classification located in the ‘About the data’ section at www.crimestatistics.vic.gov.au. 
Data are presented for recorded offences based on crime recorded by Victoria Police during the ten year period from January 2009 to December 2018. Data for this spotlight were extracted from the Victoria Police LEAP database on 18 January 2019. 
The primary measure of recorded crime featured in this spotlight is the offence count except for the number of property items stolen. Offence count represents every instance that an alleged violation of criminal legislation has been recorded by Victoria Police in the LEAP database. 
[bookmark: _Toc1559842][bookmark: _Toc3364695]
2. Recorded Offences
	Burglary/
Break & Enter 
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	% change 
2009-18

	Offences Recorded 
	45,957
	45,231
	44,453
	48,339
	45,961
	45,546
	49,729
	54,755
	46,293
	40,397
	-12.1%

	Rate per 100,000
	855.5
	828.2
	802.7
	855.0
	795.8
	771.7
	824.3
	886.1
	732.1
	624.5
	-27.0%



In the year ending December 2018, there were 40,397 Burglary/Break and Enter offences recorded. The number of recorded offences decreased 11.3% (5,149 offences) when compared to the year ending December 2014. A Kendall’s Rank Order Correlation statistical test (or Kendall’s tau-b) was conducted on the number of offences over the 24 months ending December 2018 and it confirmed a significant downward trend for this offence subdivision.
[bookmark: _Toc3364696][bookmark: _Toc1559843]2.1 Legislative Changes  
In December 2016, the Crimes Act 1958 was amended to create new offences for Home invasion (section 77A) and Aggravated home invasion (section 77B). To classify home invasion offence types to the CSA Offence Index the most serious aspect of the offence code recorded is used. This results in these offence types appearing in two CSA offence groups A21 Serious assault and B31 Aggravated burglary. Home invasion offences that include serious injury to a person are classified as A21 Serious assault. The following offence codes are classified to A21 Serious assault:
· 310AD - Home invasion (assault) - with firearm
· 310AF - Home invasion (assault) - offensive weapon
· 310AE - Home invasion (assault) – imitat/n firearm
· 310AR - Aggravated home invasion (assault) - with firearm
· 310AS - Aggravated home invasion (assault) - imitation firearm
· 310AT - Aggravated home invasion (assault) - offensive weapon
· 310Q - Home invasion (assault) - person present.
In the current reference period, 87 home invasion offences were recorded under A21 Serious assault and are therefore not included in this spotlight, while 105 were recorded under B31 Aggravated burglary and are included in totals in this spotlight. For more details visit the explanatory notes on the CSA website.
[bookmark: _Toc3364697]2.2 Trends over Time
Burglary/break and enter offence volume has decreased from 45,957 in 2009 to 40,397 in the current reference period. The year ending 2018 recorded the lowest count in CSA data holdings, which go back to July 2004. This decrease is not consistent over the ten year period, with the highest recorded volume in ten years observed in 2016 (54,755 offences). Since the peak in 2016, the offence volume has seen decreases of 15.5% (8,462 offences) and 12.7% (5,896 offences) in 2017 and 2018 respectively.  





Burglary/break and enter offences recorded in Victoria, January 2009 to December 2018

In the year ending December 2018, offences at residential premises comprised more than two thirds of all burglary/break and enter offences (67.5%) followed by those at non-residential premises (32.3%), as shown in the figure below. These proportions have remained relatively stable over the last ten year period.
Composition of burglary/break and enter offences, January to December 2018   

Note: In the figure above the term “Agg” refers to Aggravated offences while “Non-Agg” refers to Non-Aggravated offences.
[bookmark: _Toc1559844]
[bookmark: _Toc3364698]2.3 Day of the Week and Time of Day
	
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Offence count (Jan-Dec 2018)
	5,455
	5,578
	5,408
	5,319
	5,706
	6,960
	5,971

	Proportion (%)
	13.5%
	13.8%
	13.4%
	13.2%
	14.1%
	17.2%
	14.8%



Weekends made up 28.3% of the 40,397 offences recorded in the period ending December 2018. The highest proportion of offences were committed on a Friday (17.2% or 6,960 offences) followed by Saturday (14.8% or 5,971 offences) and Thursday (14.1% or 5,706 offences). 
The figure below shows that the majority of residential burglary/break and enter offences during 2018 were committed during the day, with 33.9% of offences committed from midday to 5:59pm. The time period midnight to 5:59am recorded the lowest proportion of residential offences (14.2%).
For non-residential burglary/break and enter offences, the time slot from midday to 5:59pm also made up the largest proportion (31.3%) followed by 6pm to 11:59pm (29.9%). 
Burglary/break and enter offences by time of day, January to December 2018 

[bookmark: _Toc1559845]Note: Commit from time is the earliest possible time the offence may have occurred, as recorded by Victoria Police.

For local government area breakdown of day of the week and time of the day data, see the attached data table.








[bookmark: _Toc3364699]2.4 Characteristics of Residential Burglary/Break and Enter Offences 
In the year 2018, the most common entry point recorded for residential burglaries was Door (40.9% of entry points, 15,139 offences), followed by Window (17.1%, 6,328 offences). Rear/Back and Front were the next most common entry points with respective proportions of 14.8% (5,474 offences) and 8.4% (3,115 offences).
Entry points used in residential burglaries, January to December 2018 

Note: Other includes ground floor – multi storey, other floor – multi storey, floor and other entry points.
For local government area breakdown of the entry points used in residential burglaries, see the data visualisation.
The following chart shows the methods of entry used in residential burglaries in the year ending December 2018. Forced/Broke Door had the highest proportion, with 23.6% of entry methods (7,526 offences), followed by Unlocked/Open Door (13.7% or 4,376 offences). Approximately one in nine residential burglaries had no sign of forced entry (3,795 offences). 

















Building entry methods used in residential burglaries, January to December 2018
 
Note: Other includes unlocked/open window, key used, remove louvre/window, bypassed security measure, cut hole, remove roof tile/iron, unscrew hinges, invited in and other entry methods.
For local government area breakdown of the residential burglary building entry methods, see the data visualisation.
The figure below presents the proportion of entry methods for aggravated and non-aggravated residential burglaries in 2018. The most common method of entry in aggravated burglaries was Unlocked/Open Door at 28.7% of entry methods followed by Forced/Broke Door at 16.1%. The proportions were considerably different for non-aggravated burglaries, where Forced/Broke Door formed the bulk of entry methods at 24.6%, followed by Forced/Broke Window at 13.1%.










Building entry methods in aggravated and non-aggravated residential burglaries, January to December 2018 

Note: Other includes unlocked/open window, key used, remove louvre/window, bypassed security measure, cut hole, remove roof tile/iron, unscrew hinges, invited in and other entry methods.
In residential burglary/break and enter offences recorded in the period ending December 2018, Physical force was the most common tool used, accounting for 28.8% of tools or 7,885 offences. Nil visible force made up 25.7% of tools used (7,049 offences) and Jemmy/screwdriver accounted for 16.0% (4,387 offences) of tools used within residential burglaries. 
Tools used in residential burglaries, January to December 2018 

[bookmark: _Toc1559846]Note: Other includes stillsons/multi-grips, glass cutters, coat hanger/nylon tape, oxy/explosives and other tools.
For local government area breakdown of tools used in residential burglaries, see the data visualisation.
[bookmark: _Toc3364700]2.5 Property Items Stolen
The graph below shows the top categories of property items stolen in burglaries over the last ten years. 
Top five property items stolen in burglary/break and enter offences, January 2009 to December 2018 
[bookmark: _Toc1559847] 
Jewellery was the most stolen item in burglary/break and enter offences. The number of jewellery items stolen decreased 41.1% from 39,356 in 2009 to 23,200 in 2018. Electrical appliances, personal property and cash/documents have also shown a decrease of 55.3%, 42.2% and 23.4% respectively. The property items making up the top five have remained relatively stable during the last ten years. 
The following graph presents select property items stolen within burglary/break and enter offences over the past 10 years. The most noticeable change is the drop in the number of computers recorded as a stolen property item computers, this peaked with 14,009 items in 2012 before dropping to 1,834 items in 2018. The recording of tablet computers and laptops separately from computers began in 2012 and this may explain some of the drop in number of computers stolen in the following years. The number of stolen mobile phones remained relatively stable over the 10 year period while the number of keys showed an increase.








Select property items stolen in burglary/break and enter offences, January 2009 to December 2018 

For local government area breakdown of the property items stolen in residential burglaries, see the accompanying data visualisation.


























[bookmark: _Toc3364701]2.6 Geographical Location 
Approximately two thirds of local government areas recorded a decrease in burglary/break and enter offences from the year ending December 2014. Benalla, Buloke, Melbourne, Mount Alexander and West Wimmera were the only local government areas that recorded a higher proportion of non-residential burglary/break and enter offences in the current reference period.

The table below shows the local government areas that make up the five highest offence counts in the current reference period. 

Top 5 local government areas by offence volume, January 2014 to December 2018
	Local Government Areas 
	Jan – Dec 2014
	Jan – Dec 2015
	Jan – Dec 2016
	Jan – Dec 2017
	Jan – Dec 2018
	5 year % change 

	Greater Geelong
	 2,297 
	 2,465 
	 3,007 
	 2,634 
	 1,901 
	-17.2%

	Melbourne
	 1,439 
	 1,777 
	 2,226 
	 1,800 
	 1,854 
	28.8%

	Casey
	 1,679 
	 2,154 
	 2,826 
	 1,856 
	 1,692 
	0.8%

	Brimbank
	 1,846 
	 1,978 
	 1,969 
	 1,567 
	 1,633 
	-11.5%

	Hume
	 1,875 
	 2,210 
	 2,294 
	 2,097 
	 1,441 
	-23.1%



The top five above has remained consistent over the past five reference periods with Greater Geelong recording the highest burglary/break and enter offence count every year for the past five reference periods.
The table below takes population figures into account and shows the local government areas that have the five highest offence rates per 100,000 in the current reference period.
Top 5 local government areas by offence rate per 100,000 population, January 2014 to December 2018
	Local Government Areas 
	Jan – Dec 2014
	Jan – Dec 2015
	Jan – Dec 2016
	Jan – Dec 2017
	Jan – Dec 2018
	5 year % change 

	Latrobe
	 901.3 
	 1,280.7 
	 1,466.5 
	 1,085.6 
	 1,360.4 
	50.9%

	Greater Shepparton
	 1,404.0 
	 1,262.5 
	 1,403.0 
	 1,285.2 
	 1,252.1 
	-10.8%

	Mildura
	 1,349.8 
	 1,210.0 
	 1,292.1 
	 942.4 
	 1,176.2 
	-12.9%

	Yarra
	 1,379.5 
	 1,361.7 
	 1,447.8 
	 1,271.2 
	 1,162.2 
	-15.7%

	Campaspe
	 985.0 
	 1,047.3 
	 991.2 
	 1,014.3 
	 1,065.4 
	8.2%



The top five local government areas based on rate per 100,000 population have also remained relatively stable over the past five years, with Yarra and Greater Shepparton appearing in the top five for every year over this period.








The map below shows the rate of burglary/break and enter offences per 100,000 population by local government areas in the period ending December 2018. 
Rate per 100,000 of burglary/break and enter offences by local government areas, January to December 2018
[image: Y:\02 - Operations\01 - Quarterly Cycle\2018\Q4 - Jan-Dec 2018\04 - Publication\Spotlight\Spotlight on burglaries\LGA map.jpg]
[bookmark: _Toc1559848][bookmark: _GoBack]
For local government area breakdown of historical trends, offence characteristics and items stolen in residential burglaries, see the accompanying data visualisation. 
[bookmark: _Toc1559849]

[bookmark: _Toc3364702]3. Conclusion
The year ending December 2018 saw the lowest number of burglary/break and enter offences recorded since July 2004. In summary, a decrease in volume is observed for burglary/break and enter offences when comparing the year ending December 2009 to the current reference period (down 12.1% or 5,560 offences). The decrease over the past 10 years has not been consistent for this offence type, a peak in recorded offences was observed in 2016. Throughout this 10 year period residential burglaries consistently made up nearly two thirds of burglary break and enter offences. 
This spotlight found that ‘Door’ was the most common entry point for residential burglaries, with ‘Forced/Broke Door’ being the most recorded residential burglary method of entry.
Characteristics of burglary/break and enter offences have been explored in this spotlight, both at a state level in the commentary and at a local government area level in the data visualisation. 
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B30 Burglary/Break and Enter	
2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	45957	45231	44453	48339	45961	45546	49729	54755	46293	40397	Year Ending December




 Residential	
12AM to 5:59AM	6AM to 11:59AM	12PM to 5:59PM	6PM to 11:59PM	0.14230148246000293	0.29542785850579772	0.33883751651254956	0.22343314252164978	Not Residential	
12AM to 5:59AM	6AM to 11:59AM	12PM to 5:59PM	6PM to 11:59PM	0.29795543303468874	9.0665441457998319E-2	0.31273451259667662	0.29864461291063632	



Offence Count	
Door	Window	Rear / Back	Front	Side	Roof / Ceiling	Other	Unknown	15139	6328	5474	3115	1455	235	2963	2276	


Offence Count	
Forced / Broke Door	Unlocked / Open Door	Forced / Broke Window	No Sign Forced Entry	Attempt Only	Cut / Remove Flywire	Cut / Broke Lock	Other	Unknown	7526	4376	3981	3795	1630	1530	1328	5112	2673	


Residential aggravated burglary	
Forced / Broke Door	Unlocked / Open Door	Forced / Broke Window	No Sign Forced Entry	Attempt Only	Cut / Remove Flywire	Cut / Broke Lock	Other	Unknown	0.16119865667786101	0.2867476104365797	7.5432704727460609E-2	0.14259881167656935	6.148282097649186E-2	4.985791785068458E-2	7.2332730560578659E-3	0.15577370188581763	5.9674502712477394E-2	Residential non-aggravated burglary	
Forced / Broke Door	Unlocked / Open Door	Forced / Broke Window	No Sign Forced Entry	Attempt Only	Cut / Remove Flywire	Cut / Broke Lock	Other	Unknown	0.2457977207977208	0.1163105413105413	0.13137464387464387	0.115491452991453	4.957264957264957E-2	4.7613960113960116E-2	4.6296296296296294E-2	0.16057692307692309	8.6965811965811962E-2	


Frequency	
Physical force	Nil visible force	Jemmy / Screwdriver	Bolt cutters	Brick / rock / missile	Vehicle	Ladder	Other	7885	7049	4387	794	304	82	41	6845	


Jewellery	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	39356	36034	40183	46375	42043	42743	38554	40080	35949	23200	Other	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	10697	10673	11529	14041	16002	17018	17969	22537	18760	15528	Electrical Appliances	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	28684	27703	29542	31371	24041	23766	24796	21060	15631	12825	Personal Property	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	20566	19604	20015	20935	16826	16582	17382	17278	14570	11887	Cash/Document	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	14267	14293	14702	16078	14677	14721	15355	16076	13934	10922	



Computer	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	10754	11152	13166	14009	10191	9932	9801	5594	3307	1834	Key	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	920	968	1135	1382	1235	1541	1876	2726	2591	2132	Mobile Phone	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	3521	3539	3891	4519	4369	4153	4731	4155	3153	2424	Tablet Computer	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	102	1419	1875	1857	3499	3104	2142	Laptop	310	2425	2007	2046	4293	3810	3433	
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