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Co-offending among young Victorian offenders in 2016
Previous research has shown that young people frequently commit offences in the company of their peers and are more likely to commit offences in groups than older age groups. McCord and Conway (2005)1 identified that co-offending behaviour amongst young people is related to increases in the rate of recidivism and seriousness of offending and a lower age at onset of offending. The objective of this paper is to explore how many young Victorians offend with others, compared to the number that offend on their own, and whether the rate of co-offending amongst young people has changed over time. This paper also examines the characteristics of young co-offenders, who they offend with and the types of offences they commit. 
In this paper, young offenders are defined as those who were recorded by Victoria Police for at least one non-family violence related offence in any year, and were aged between 10 and 17 years at the time of that offence. These young offenders were classified as ‘co-offenders’ if they were recorded as offending with at least one other person on one or more occasions during a single year. If they were not recorded as offending with any other people during the year, they were classified as individual offenders. 
This paper also refers to the number of ‘co-offender offences’ which are the number of alleged offences involving a young offender and at least one other offender. The number of ‘individual offences’ are those recorded as involving only one alleged young offender. 
1. Has the proportion of young offenders who co-offend changed over time? How does this compare with the proportion of older offenders? 
In 2007, 62.6% of 10 to 17 offenders were co-offenders. This decreased to 56.1% in 2016, compared with 29.7% of 18 to 24 year olds. 
In 2016, there were 6,819 unique alleged young offenders recorded by police and 3,828 (56.1%) of them were classified 




as co-offenders. As shown in Figure 1, over the last ten years, the proportion of young people classified as co-offenders has been relatively stable with a slight decrease from 62.6% in 2007 to 56.1% in 2016. Older age groups exhibited a different pattern: the proportion that were co-offenders aged 18 to 24 and 25 or older dropped between 2007 and 2010 and then remained relatively stable to 2016 (with 29.7% of 18 to 24 year olds classified as co-offenders in 2016 and 18.6% of those aged 25 or older). 
Figure 1: Annual proportion of offenders classified as co-offenders by age group, 2007 to 2016
2. How many other offenders do young co-offenders offend with?
The vast majority of young co-offenders offended with a maximum of one or two others in 2016. 
Figure 2 shows the maximum number of other offenders each young co-offender offended with in 2016. The largest proportion of co-offenders (43.0%) only offended with one other person, while 17.4% offended with 4 or more people. 
Figure 2: Proportion of young co-offenders by number of others offended with, 2016 
3. Who do young people offend with?
[bookmark: _GoBack]More than 70% of young co-offenders only offended with other young people.
Figure 3 illustrates that the majority of young co-offenders were only recorded for offences with other young offenders. The proportion who only offended with young people decreased as the age of the offender increased. Almost all young offenders aged 10 to 12 years (92.2%) only committed offences with other young people, while just over half of the 16 to 17 year old offenders (56.9%) only offended with other young people. 
Figure 3: Proportion of young co-offenders by age group of those they offended with, 2016 
* Note that this figure excludes offenders with an unknown age (n=30).
4. What are the characteristics of young co-offenders? 
Young co-offenders are more likely to be male, aged between 10 and 12 years and reside in the 30% most disadvantaged postcodes in Victoria. 
The characteristics of young co-offenders were compared with the characteristics of young individual offenders using chi-square tests, the results of which are detailed in Table 1. Males were more likely to be co-offenders: 57.7% of all young male offenders were classified as co-offenders in 2016 compared to 52.0% of females. 
Amongst young offenders, 10 to 12 year olds were slightly more likely to co-offend: 61.5% of 10 to 12 year olds were recorded for at least one co-offence in 2016 compared to 59.4% of 13 to 15 year olds and 52.3% of 16 to 17 year olds. 
Offenders’ levels of socio-economic disadvantage were determined based on where the offender resided as at their earliest offence in 2016, using the Australian Bureau of Statistics Index of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantage. Those who resided in the 30% most disadvantaged postcodes were the most likely to co-offend: 58.5% were co-offenders compared to 55.6% of those who resided in the middle 40% of postcodes and 51.1% of those who resided in the 30% least disadvantaged postcodes. 
Table 1: Characteristics of young individual offenders and co-offenders
	
	Individual offenders
	Co-offenders
	Signif.

	
	n
	%
	n
	%
	

	Sex*
	
	
	
	
	<.00011

	Male
	2,099
	42.3
	2,867
	57.7
	

	Female
	882
	48.0
	956
	52.0
	

	Age group
	
	
	
	
	<.00012

	10-12
	177
	38.5
	283
	61.5
	

	13-15
	1,253
	40.6
	1,834
	59.4
	

	16-17
	1,561
	47.7
	1,711
	52.3
	

	Socio-economic disadvantage
	
	
	
	
	<.00013

	30% most disadvantaged postcode
	1,105
	41.5
	1,556
	58.5
	

	40% middle postcode 
	1,096
	44.4
	1,370
	55.6
	

	30% least disadvantaged postcode 
	602
	48.9
	628
	51.0
	

	*Excludes young offenders with an unknown sex

	 2(2) = 21.00 p<.0001, Cramer's V = 0.06

	2 2(2) = 38.49 p<.0001, Cramer's V = 0.08

	3 2(2) = 18.98 p<.0001, Cramer's V = 0.05


5. How many offences are recorded for young co-offenders and has this changed over time?
In 2016, 27.6% of all offences recorded for young offenders involved more than one offender, which decreased from 37.2% in 2007.
In 2016, a total of 23,788 offences were recorded that involved at least one young offender. Of these, less than a third (27.6%, n=6,570) involved two or more offenders as depicted in Figure 4. 
Figure 4: Annual proportion of youth offences that involve more than one offender, 2007 to 2016 
The proportion of offences recorded for young people involving two or more offenders has been declining over the last decade. It was highest in 2008 at 38.8% and gradually dropped to 27.6% of offences in 2016.
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6. What offences are most likely to involve a young co-offender?
The offence type most likely to involve co-offenders was robbery.
Though offences recorded for young offenders are more likely to involve just one alleged offender overall, chi-square analysis showed that certain offence types had a higher likelihood of involving more than one offender in 2016. 
As shown in Table 2, robbery was the offence most likely to be a co-offender offence (61.3%), followed by burglary/break and enter (46.7%). On the other hand, breach of order offences were, unsurprisingly, most likely to be individual offences in 2016 (98.2%). 
Table 2: Top 5 most likely and least likely offence types that involve more than one offender, 2016
	
	Individual offences
	Co-offender offences

	
	n
	%
	n
	%

	Most likely to be co-offender offences:
	 
	 
	
	 

	1. Robbery
	274
	38.7
	434
	61.3

	2. Burglary/Break and enter
	980
	53.3
	857
	46.7

	3. Public nuisance offences
	222
	59.4
	152
	40.6

	4. Arson
	192
	59.6
	130
	40.4

	5. Theft
	5,343
	66.1
	2,740
	33.9

	Least likely to be co-offender offences:
	 
	 
	
	 

	1. Breaches of orders
	1,006
	98.2
	18
	1.8

	2. Justice procedures
	590
	93.5
	41
	6.5

	3. Drug use and possession
	914
	90.0
	102
	10.0

	4. Weapons and explosives offences
	772
	89.8
	88
	10.2

	5. Sexual offences
	385
	89.1
	47
	10.9


2 (18) = 1,972.11 p<.0001, Cramer's V = 0.29
*Note: Excludes offence subdivsions with less than 50 offences recorded
Additional analysis was conducted to examine the proportion of offences involving co-offenders across specific offence types including serious assault, theft of and from a motor vehicle and residential burglary (aggravated burglaries that occurred at a residential location). Figure 5 shows that the proportion of these offences types that involved co-offenders has been declining over the last decade. The number of serious assault offences involving co-offenders had the largest proportional decrease, dropping from 41.3% of all serious assault offences recorded for young people in 2007 to 29.3% in 2016. 

Figure 5: Annual proportion of youth offences that involved co-offending for selected offence types, 2007 to 2016 

There were more modest decreases in the proportion of offences involving co-offenders across the other offence types examined over the ten year period. The proportion of motor vehicle theft offences recorded for young people involving more than one offender dropped from 61.5% to 51.8%, the proportion of theft from a motor vehicle offences dropped from 48.3% to 36.8%; and the proportion of residential burglary offences dropped from 50.9% to 49.5% in 2016. There was an increase in the proportion of residential burglaries involving co-offenders from 2014 to 2016. However, this proportional increase was somewhat exaggerated due to relatively small numbers of residential burglaries overall (increase from 47 to 189).
The brief analysis here supports previous research into co-offending amongst young people1, demonstrating that young offenders are more likely to commit offences in groups of two or more people when compared with older offenders. Co-offending amongst young offenders appears to have been gradually decreasing over the past ten years. Nevertheless, in 2016 more than half of all young Victorian alleged offenders were recorded for at least one offence that involved other offenders. 
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Only offended                                                                                                                                                                     with young people	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	17	0.94339622641509402	0.98701298701298701	0.88157894736842102	0.86968838526912196	0.82716049382715995	0.75397796817625395	0.65264293419633201	0.46822308690012998	Only offended                                                                                                                                                                                                             with adults	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	17	3.77358490566038E-2	1.2987012987013E-2	1.3157894736842099E-2	1.4164305949008501E-2	2.9320987654321E-2	5.2631578947368397E-2	0.101402373247033	0.22568093385214	Offended with                                                                                                                                                                                  both adults and young people	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	17	1.88679245283019E-2	0	0.105263157894737	0.11614730878187	0.14351851851851899	0.19339045287637699	0.24595469255663399	0.30609597924773002	Age of co-offenders





2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.37212449255751001	0.387692674400127	0.36298849684341	0.36039712254427703	0.34451800126961102	0.34428735192969101	0.32153655514250301	0.28951754792110401	0.29215887308875299	0.27618967546662199	


Serious assault	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.41329677861549008	0.41405750798722046	0.41594105827193573	0.42893401015228427	0.38789546079779919	0.3914285714285714	0.34037558685446012	0.29641693811074921	0.30382978723404258	0.29277218664226901	Motor vehicle theft	0.61504095309009676	0.63015647226173543	0.59011830201809323	0.63096397273612459	0.63578274760383391	0.6064453125	0.54798761609907121	0.58726415094339623	0.58485273492286116	0.51814628699050813	Steal from a motor vehicle	0.48304213771839671	0.5995125913891145	0.5	0.52093397745571657	0.52280955829109343	0.54574383452665076	0.46235795454545453	0.43811693242217159	0.4068181818181818	0.367983367983368	Residential burglary	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.50943396226415094	0.55555555555555558	0.65806451612903227	0.56287425149700598	0.63580246913580252	0.5714285714285714	0.48181818181818181	0.43518518518518517	0.46596858638743455	0.49476439790575916	
% of Juvenile offences




Young people	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.62553489457714195	0.63575156971026503	0.60764894103306399	0.60230911848980295	0.59384984025559095	0.57802705377763097	0.56757090012330502	0.56948383437322803	0.57934175727299497	0.56137263528376602	18-24 years	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.38906313923360197	0.37167239842058297	0.32738319264476601	0.27074791460483499	0.28481210855949901	0.27270862183925698	0.27761271826948097	0.28407665107790597	0.28789592760180999	0.29690789473684198	25 year and over	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	0.19869914100887301	0.19643219822625399	0.18107547860017101	0.148827589911633	0.15411193603655099	0.15870020964360601	0.16640011994602399	0.179144109306522	0.183326047265153	0.185693820085956	



No. co-offenders	1 co-offender	2 co-offenders	3 co-offenders	4 or more co-offenders	0.43025078369905956	0.2554858934169279	0.14002089864158829	0.17424242424242425	
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